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A Story Named Michael:

This is a story of a young boy who knew, by the age of six (or even younger)
that he was different than boys his age.

It’s a story of a young boy who dreamt of being a dancer, became the object of
incredible ridicule and bullying and yet became an accomplished dancer who co-
starred at Westbury Music Fair in an ensemble of children much older than he.

It’s a story of a young boy who persevered under the old rules where bullying was
ignored and children with creative talent took a back seat to football stars.

This is a story of a child forced to lie because it was the only way to get attention and
to hopefully stop the pain of being different.

This is a story of choices...some good, some very bad.

It’s a story of a young college student with an incredible creative talent, writing as a
freshman for the school newspaper about fashion design....it’s a story of frustration,
low self-worth and giving up.

This is a story of a young man desiring to be like his sister teaching children and
making a difference....it’s also a story of a bad economy ruining initial attempts at
becoming a full-time, meaningful contributor to the teaching profession.

It’s a story about a young man and his father attending a hockey game together,
enjoying an intermission when out of nowhere a young second-grade child runs full
speed into his arms saying “Hi, Mr. Winkler...I love you! The young boy’s father
standing incredulously until his wife tells him that that’s Mr. Winkler, the interim
teacher that’s made such a difference in their son’s life.

It’s a story of continuing success at whatever he does, but never realizing that success
is fleeting and bumps in the road cause frustrations and failure.

This is a story of almost 15 years of deep depression interspersed with incredible
compassion, the ability to laugh, make people laugh, regress to deep depression and
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make people cry.

It’s a story of choices...some good, some very bad.

It’s also a story of a man telling his bosses that his best friend has died and that he
must return to Florida to his funeral. The story continued as this man boarded the
plane and met the CEO of his company onboard who told the man that he was sorry
about his best-friend’s passing. The man responds, “he wasn’t my best friend, he was
my partner”. Whoa, I'm out the man thinks. The CEO responds that his daughter is a
lesbian...the CEO takes his seat...the conversation ends.

This is a story of a loving, caring, most incredible mother, never losing faith in her
son..supporting him at every turn. Loving him more than you can imagine.

It’s a story of a sister wanting more for her brother because her love for him is so
strong that giving up on him never enters her mind.

The story almost ends when the mother discovers her son dead in his home,
screaming at him to awake...he never does.

The story continues when the father is told by his loving wife that their son has died
and that he better get there before the police block him from doing so....the father
arrives, seeing his son relaxed with his feet on the ottoman, his head cradled in his
right arm....at peace. The mother and father cry their eyes out, both knowing deep
inside the true meaning of peace on their son’s face.

The story continues at his funeral where people show their love for this young man,
yet acknowledging his losing battle against depression.

This is definitely a story of choices, some good, some very, very bad.

The story continues as the mourners realize that kindness, compassion, empathy
and respecting the rights of others trumps everything else in life.

The story will never end....for only if the young man knew that his father wanted to
be as much like him as he wanted to be much like his father.....

We all have choices to make. Our choices always affect others. If we make those
choices with empathy, compassion and the rights of others in mind, the story will
surely have a happy ending!!

Embrace the peace that Michael Joseph Winkler now has. Pray that his peace and his
story make just a little difference in tomorrow.
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Ellen Winkler shared an album called New Album Name.

April 18 at 8:06 AM

Sonia Ritkes posted:

To Mr. Winkler's Entire Family, We are so sorry for your loss. Please know that my kids always spoke
very highly of Mr. Winkler, as he substituted in their classes at the elementary school. Your son,
brother and uncle was loved by many kids and many parents loved his way with the kids. My son and
daughter are very saddened by his passing, he will surely be missed. He will be included in our
prayers. Please accept our deepest condolences.The Ritkes Family

April 11 at 9:55 AM

@ David & Ellen Winkler April 12 at 5:27 PM
Thank you very much for your wonderful message about our loving son.Ellen & David Winkler

Judy Neuman posted:

Dear Ellen, Michael & Sara, We were so sad to hear of Michael's passing, and my heart just sank at
this news. | remember so fondly that adorable little boy in the backseat of my car, as we carpooled to
various places. Michael was indeed special and wonderful, and his memory will live on in our hearts.
Please accept our sincere condolences and prayers. Love, Judy and Jan Neuman and family

April 7 at 6:25 AM

@ David April 12 at 5:28 PM
Dear Judy.Thank you very much for your personal thoughts about our son.David & Ellen
Winkler

Beth P. sent a sympathy card to the Winkler family.

April 7 at 4:07 AM
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David Winkler shared an album called Michael Winkler being Michael.

April 7 at 3:34 AM

Debbie Henze-Sarube posted:

My thoughts and prayers go out Michael's Mother and Father and his sister, as well as his nephew
Henry and the rest of his family and loved ones. Although | have not seen Michael in so many years |
have SO enjoyed seeing the wonderful man he grew up to be. For that reason alone | think facebook
is a blessing. | am so sad to hear that he has passed and | will forever remember his smile and
energy...as a 3rd grade student in my class and in the pictures | have seen posted on his facebook
wall. Heaven is a brighter place tonight. God Bless! ~Debbie Henze-Sarube

April 6 at 7:14 PM

@ Ellen Winkler February 17 at 4:14 PM

| remember you Sebastian! Michael is gone nearly four years, at times it is still hard to believe.
Thank you for sharing your personal memories of him. You can't imagine how sweet it is to
hear about him. | hope you are well and enjoying life.Ellen and David

@ Sebastian Fortino January 27 at 10:29 PM

Oh my God, I had no idea! | last heard from MJ in 2012. | made meatballs & tomato sauce one
day & invited him for dinner. We made fun of our mutual "cultural accents." Then that was it...|
looked him up a few years ago, found nothing. Then this. I'm so sad. He was such a sweet
guy. He loved his students. He loved music. He loved to show off his "Shhh..." tattoo. He tried
to show me Kabbalah. He was so shy, yet so outgoing. | m so sorry | didn't know...

@ David Winkler April 12 at 5:29 PM
Dear Debbie.We've seen your postings on both Facebook and this site.We can't thank you
enough for your kind thoughts about Michael.Ellen & David Winkler
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Ellen Winkler shared a photo to the New Album Name album. April 18 at 8:06 AM

Michael at Sara and Joe's Wedding

PAGE 8 OF 10



r3
3

@,

Media Michael J. Winkler

David Winkler shared a photo to the Michael Winkler being Michael album. April 7 at 3:34 AM

Simply Michael
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Michael by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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